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Do not enter your information into the first search screen shown.

Instead, click on Advanced Search to reach the advanced search page shown in

the next screenshot.
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On the Social Security Death Index�s Advanced Search page, you can

enter significantly more search criteria (e.g. ZIP code, state, county and/or city of

last residence) to help narrow your search down to the particular individual for

whom you are looking.  Unfortunately, not all of the records in the Death Index

contain all of this data.  So, if you have a last known address at which your

individual may have died, including it in your search might not return the right

individual, even if they are dead and their information is contained in the

database.  See pages 119-121 for information on state and local death records.

Gravesites

Looking for a relative�s will, but can�t find a death record through the Social

Security Death Index?  You�re also unsure of where they died or were buried, but

you are sure they are dead.  You may be able to glean this information by finding

their gravesite.  Findagrave (http://www.findagrave.com) can be searched to

locate the gravesite locations of nearly 10 million people.  Obituaries are another

good tool to verify deaths.

Obituaries

Obituary Daily Times (http://www.rootsweb.com/~obituary/) provides a

searchable index of obituaries published in newspapers around the United States

and Canada.  The site does not link to the actual obituary online, but rather

shows in which newspaper the obituary was published.  To learn which

newspapers are included in this index see

http://www.rootsweb.com/~obituary/publications.html.  The National Obituary

Archive (http://www.arrangeonline.com/), with almost 58 millions obituaries

online, is another site to search for an obituary.


